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Aug. 7 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

Statement on Acquisition of the New World Mine
August 7, 1998

I am proud to announce completion today
of a major initiative to preserve one of America’s
true crown jewels, Yellowstone National Park.

Two years ago, to protect the park from the
potential ravages of mining, I announced an
agreement to acquire the proposed New World
Mine outside Yellowstone from its owner,
Crown Butte Mines, Inc. Last year, with critical
support from Senator Max Baucus, Congress ap-
propriated $65 million for the acquisition. Over
the past several months, the administration com-
pleted several intermediate steps, including an
agreement with Crown Butte to ensure cleanup
of contamination from nearly 100 years of min-

ing near Yellowstone. Today, the New World
Mine property was formally transferred to the
U.S. Forest Service, completing this historic ac-
quisition.

Yellowstone, America’s first national park, is
the heart of a magnificent landscape and eco-
system that we are working to restore and pre-
serve for all time. Today’s action culminates an
extraordinary collaboration by the administra-
tion, the State of Montana, Crown Butte, and
conservationists to protect both Yellowstone and
the economy it sustains. Years from now, bison,
wolves, and other wildlife will flourish, and visi-
tors will enjoy Yellowstone in all its splendor.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on District of Columbia
Appropriations Legislation
August 7, 1998

I am deeply disappointed that the District
of Columbia appropriations bill passed by the
House imposes unacceptable restrictions on our
Nation’s Capital City.

Early this morning, the House adopted a se-
ries of objectionable amendments. They include
provisions to establish a school voucher program
that would drain resources and attention from
the hard work of reforming the District’s public
schools, to prohibit adoptions in the District by
unmarried or unrelated couples, and to prohibit
the use of Federal and local funds for needle
exchange programs or to deny any funding in
the bill to private agencies that operate such
programs. These measures all undermine local
control, are unacceptable, and should be
dropped before Congress completes action on
the bill.

I am concerned that other shortcomings in
this bill undermine the District of Columbia’s
autonomy by imposing severe restrictions on

local operations. For example, this bill would
also bar the use of local District funds for abor-
tions and strip local funds from the advisory
neighborhood commissions, which are a founda-
tion of local government.

I am also disappointed that the House fails
to fund the much-needed economic revitaliza-
tion plan for the District of Columbia. I urge
Congress to provide appropriate resources for
the economic development plan in order to cap-
italize the locally chartered National Capital Re-
vitalization Corporation, which is key to the fu-
ture economic growth of the Nation’s Capital.

At a time when the District of Columbia has
made enormous strides toward financial respon-
sibility and the eventual return of self-govern-
ment, it is wrong for Congress to turn the clock
backward by imposing unwarranted restrictions
on broad policymaking and on day-to-day deci-
sionmaking at the local level.
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